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Statewide Flanning Office
Division of Program Development
3132 Channel Drive, Suite 200
Juneauw, AK 99501-7838

DOT ETIDRdot.statg.ak.us

Dear Gowvernor Murkewski:

Thank you for considering my comments cn the Draft Fiscal Year 2006-2008 Statewlde Transportatien Improvement Frogram
[STIF]. I feel it would be a horrible waste of state resources and federal transportation dollars to build the Knlk Arm
Bridge, the Graving Island Bridgoe, and the Juneac Road.

As detailed in the latest STIP, funding for the State’s “core” transportaticn program have been reduced due, in part, to
& congressiconal mandate to spend over 5450 million on the Knik Arm and Gravina Bridges. Mow that the earmarks have been
removed, we, as a state, have the chance to set our own transportation proajects, and I am sure you will find public
cplolon overwhelmingly saying that those 3 projects are both unnecsssary and un-wanted.

Ower half of the State’s transportation budget for the next 3 years will be consumed by the Knik Rrm Bridge, the Junesu
Road, and the Gravina Bridge if the current draft plan is instituted. Roughly two-thirds of the transportation projects
proposed for future funding in the Januvary 2005 Fy2004-2006 STIP Amendment 9 were eliminated inm DOT's latest plan. That
is gver 52 Billion in highly needed proiects thar won't happen under this current plan to make room for 2 “Bridges te
Nowhera®; that is just plain wrong!

I believe it is far meore important to fix the existing traffic and transportation problems throughout cur state, before
spending any money on thoae 3 projects. Mot only do we need the 5311 million for Seward Highway safety and congeation
relief improvesents, 5210 million for improvements to the Glenn Highway, millions for projects in the Fairbanks area.
$323 millien for the Community Transportation Frogram, but aleeo 5256 millian for projects deemed critical for
gonstructicon of the gas pipeline.

The Department of Transportation now has a unigue opportunity te re-evaluacte how we should spend cur transportation
dollars. Be assured that there will be wigorous public debate on our statewide transporcation prioricies, and I urge you
to delete the controversial Kaik Ara Bridge, Gravina Bridge, and Juneau Boads completely in the smext hmendzent to
FY2008-2008 STIP.

Sincerely,

Rabert French Gail French
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